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THE QUEENSLAND MARINE DEFENCE FORCE 
[By COMMANDER NORMAN S. PIXLEY, M.B.E., 
V.R.D., R.A.N.R., Vice-President of the Society.! 
(Read at the Meeting of the Society on 
28th November, 1946.) 
(Because of the wide interest created by this paper, and the fact 
that it has not hitherto been printed in the Society's Journal of 
Proceedings, it is included in this Journal as a valuable addition 
to Queensland's Historical Eecords.—EDITOK.) 
In the 70's and early 80's of last century the 
Russian scare focussed the attention of all Colonies on 
matters of defence, and, at the request of the Queens-
land Government, a memorandum, with proposals for 
Queensland Defence based on the general outline of 
Defence for Australia recommended by Sir Wm. Jer-
vois, was submitted to the Colonial Secretary for 
Queensland by Colonel P. H. Scratchley, C.M.(^., on 
April 24, 1882. 
The following relevant extracts from Colonel 
Scratchley's memorandum are given:— 
1. GENERAL OUTLINE OF SIR W. JERVOIS' 
SCHEME OF DEFENCE 
I—For Brisbane and Moreton Bay: 
(a) The passage of hostile vessels up the river to 
the city of Brisbane to be prevented by a battery at 
Lytton and by torpedoes in the river. 
(b) The anchorage at Moreton Bay to be pro-
tected by a gunboat and one or more torpedo boats, 
and a landing at Bramble Bay, Waterloo Bay, or else-
where, prevented by the floating defences and a field 
force on land. 
II—For Maryborough and Rockhampton: 
(c) The rivers leading to those towns to be 
obstructed by torpedoes, covered by guns mounted on 
barges; companies of infantry being provided on land. 
Ill—For the General Defence of the Coast: 
(d) Additional telegraph stations to be estab-
lished along the coast. 
(e) A gun-vessel to be provided, which, in time 
of peace, would be utilized for general Government 
purposes. 
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(f) Whenever small steamers were required for 
ordinary harbour purposes at any of the ports, they 
might be constructed so as to carry spare torpedoes, 
and thus be available for defence. 
IV—The Following Naval and Military Forces to be 
maintained. 
(g) For Brisbane — Officers and 
men 
For Battery and Torpedoes at Lytton 
Artillery 80 
Torpedo Corps 50 
For Field Force 
Artillery, Engineers, and Infantry 880 
For Naval Defences and Torpedo Boat 50 
Total 1,060 
(h) For Maryborough and Rockhampton 
Infantry 200 
For manning Gun Barges 60 
For Torpedo Defences 40 
300 
(i) For General Staff 10 
Grand Total 1,370 
2. PRESENT STATE OF AFFAIRS 
(a) As regards the defence of Brisbane, a battery 
at Lytton, for two 6" M.L.R. (chambered) and two 64-
pounder M.L.R. guns, and a defensible enclosure on 
Signal Hill, are nearly completed; torpedo stores are 
being purchased by degrees for the submarine defence 
of Brisbane River; and a Volunteer field force to 
operate on land has been established to resist the 
advance of an enemy on the capital. No provision has 
been made for gun or torpedo vessels, nor has a naval 
brigade been formed. 
(b) At Maryborough and Rockhampton, compan-
ies of infantry have been established, but as yet 
nothing has been done towards providing the torpedoes 
or guns for barges recommended by Sir William 
Jervois. 
(c) In addition to the foregoing, companies of 
infantry have been organised at Mackay and Bunda-
berg, and a small corps of artillery has been enrolled 
at Townsville. 
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(d) Cadet companies are attached to the Volun-
teer Force at Brisbane and Toowoomba. 
Sections 3 and 4, dealt with purely Military 
matters, but Section 5 concluded with the following 
important paragraph:—• 
The whole question resolves itself into one of 
money. Considering, therefore, that, besides the mili-
tary defences, there is paramount necessity for 
adequate floating defences for the protection of com-
merce and the seaboard of the colony, the strictest 
economy must be exercised in order to set apart a por-
tion of the funds, available for defence, towards organ-
izing naval defences. 
•r'^j';>:<^>^:%6t'-*%iWJ!fflfe»^«ii«i««^V^^ 
"Gayundah" shortly after arrival in 1885. 
6. NAVAL DEFENCES 
One of the recommendations made by Sir William 
Jervois was to the effect that a gun vessel should be 
provided for the general defence of the seaboard of the 
colony. Torpedo boats were also^ suggested, and 
although they form part of the local protection of 
ports, they should be manned by a naval brigade, 
which would have to be established for the floating 
defences. 
^ Admiral Wilson has strongly advocated united 
action on the part of all the colonies, with the object 
of organizing a system of naval defence for all 
Australia. He recommends that naval brigades should 
be maintained at the principal ports, and that guns, 
M 
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ammunition, and equipment, should be kept ready to 
be placed, on the outbreak of war on board merchant 
steamers previously selected as suitable for the pur-
pose. The guns would be manned by the naval 
brigades, whilst the ships would be commanded and 
worked by their own captains and crews. These 
steamers would be of high speed, and would co-operate 
with the Imperial navy in the general naval defence 
of Australia. Any other floating defences that were 
available would also come under this organization. 
It is manifest that if the Australian Colonies are 
to protect themselves singlehanded against a foreign 
power, assuming that British supremacy at sea is 
destroyed, their only security will lie in united action 
by sea and land. No time should, therefore, be lost in 
bringing this about. The necessity which has already 
been noticed as being of paramount importance, that 
naval defences should be provided at the same time as 
the military defences, is perfectly obvious. 
7. GUN-VESSEL FOR THE GENERAL 
PROTECTION OF COAST. 
The gun-vessel, already alluded to, could be 
designed so as to be utilised for Government service 
along the coast in time of peace. Its cost would be 
£27,750. A vessel of 10-knot speed, armed with an 
8'' B.L. gun forward, and a 6'' B.L. gun aft, with two 
light broadside guns and two machine guns, would be 
most formidable for fighting purposes. Vessels of this 
class are being constructed in England; their engines 
and boilers are placed below the water line, thus ren-
dering them secure against the enemy's guns, and they 
carry coal sufficient to steam 200 hours full speed. The 
vessels can sail very well, and have made the voyage 
from England to China. 
8. FURTHER STEPS TO BE TAKEN IN ORDER TO 
COMPLETE THE DEFENCES OF 
BRISBANE RIVER. 
(c) Torpedo Boats and Launches. 
(1) One spar Torpedo Boat of 17-knot speed to 
be ordered. She should carry a machine 
gun, and also be fitted for firing the White-
head Torpedo. This boat to be specially 
available for the defence of the entrance to 
Brisbane River and Moreton Bay generally. 
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(2) Other steam launches, if available, and any 
other steam boats that may in future be 
constructed for the Government service, to 
be fitted with spar torpedoes. 
9. MEASURES SUGGESTED FOR THE LOCAL 
PROTECTION OF TOWNSVILLE. 
(4) One or more extemporized Torpedo Boats, 
as already suggested for Brisbane. Any 
new Government vessels ordered for 
general harbour work to be designed and 
fitted for use as spar torpedo boats. Private 
steam launches, if available, to be fitted in 
the same manner. 
10. ESTIMATED COST OF THE SEVERAL 
RECOMMENDATIONS IN THIS REPORT. 
The undermentioned expenditure will have to be 
incurred:— 
Annually 
(1) For Military purposes (as recommended 
by the Military Committee) £13,000 
Or, if pay be increased to same rate as 
proposed in Victoria, say £15,000 
(2) For Naval purposes. (Can only be determined 
when a decision has been come to in regard to the 
Naval defences). 
Capital or First Cost. 
(1) To complete Lytton Battery, provide Tor-
pedo Station, Cable Tank, additional 
Barrack Accommodation, &c.; and to 
finish Stockade on Signal Hill £2,000 
(2) To complete equipment for Torpedo 
Defences and provide Electric Lights £1,500 
(3) For purchase of two Machine Guns 800 
(4) One Torpedo Boat of 17-knot speed 3,300 
(5) Fittings for extemporized Torpedo 
Launches 300 
(6) Gun Vessel, as described, allowing for 
journey out 31,000 
(7) For mounting 2 64-pounders at Towns-
ville 250 
(8) For two guns of position for Townsville, 
with equipment and ammunition 1,600 
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(9) For Rockhampton, or any other place 
requiring local protection, on the follow-
ing scale:— 
(a) One 6" B.L. gun—mounted 
on slide, with bullet-proof 
shield—all ready fitted for 
placing on a barge £2,400 
(b) Two guns of postion, or two 
field-pieces 1,600 
(c) Small equipment of Torpedoes 500 
(d) Fittings for extemporized 
Launches 200 
4,700 
Nearly all the foregoing — especially items 2, 3, 
5, 8, and 9 — could be provided by degrees, out of 
small annual votes. 
On July 18, 1882, Mr. S. W. Griffith, Q.C., Member 
for North Brisbane (later to become Sir Samuel 
Griffith, Chief Justice of Australia) asked the Premier 
if it were the intention of the Government in view of 
the present state of affairs in Europe, to invite the 
immediate attention of the House to the question of 
the defences of the Colony; Mr. Griffith had given 
notice of this question on July 12. 
Debate in Parliament 
Later the Colonial Treasurer (Hon. A. Archer) 
moved in the estimates for £70,000 for Defence, of 
which £60,000 would be allocated from surplus revenue 
of the 1882/3 estimates, for the purchase of two Gun-
boats, one to be stationed in the Thursday Island area 
and one in the Moreton Bay area. Much debate ensued, 
one Member commenting that, by passing the vote, 
they were beginning an Institution, the establishment 
of a Navy for Queensland, and, as the sum of £10,000 
had just been voted to replace the Government steamer 
Kate, he would like to know what duties the gunboat 
based on Moreton Bay would perform that could not 
be done by the new steamer. 
Another Member asked if the Honourable gentle-
man in charge of the Estimates had heard from the 
Home Authorities of six fast Cruisers which were 
expected for the Australian Station. He believed these 
ships should be armed and manned by the Colonies for 
the protection of their coasts. With regard to the 
gunboats, he believed these would be used against the 
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Colonies, as they could be easily captured by an enemy 
and used to run up the rivers and shallow waters to 
attack the beautiful towns thereon. The Colony would 
be sufficiently protected by the Imperial Government 
with the six cruisers without the gunboats. The Colony 
might begin with these two vessels, but where would it 
end? Next year they might find the vote increased 
to £100,000. 
The Hon. Mr. King said he did not agree with this 
reasoning. There was only one power likely to go to 
war with England and that was Russia. When in 1878 
war with Russia was imminent, prior to the Treaty of 
Paris, an association was started in Russia for the 
fitting out of privateers against England; Russia had 
a small flotilla of vessels intended for Australian 
waters and bought a number of vessels in America and 
elsewhere, some of which were sent to Russian 
stations in the Pacific for the express purpose of prey-
ing on Australian trade. Mr. King also said that he 
regarded a Naval Brigade as, perhaps, the most 
important part of their Defence Force and there could 
not be an efficient and properly instructed Naval Brig-
ade without a gunboat for their training. Although at 
the present time there was no immediate probability of 
war, he would point out that if the sum proposed was 
voted the gunboats could not be supplied for two years; 
if the sum was not now voted, the Empire meanwhile 
might be involved in war and the (Jolony then be 
unable to get the gunboats when they most wanted 
them. 
Queensland Coast Forgotten 
The Hon. Mr. Groom remarked that it appeared 
that for some time past those in charge of the Naval 
Defence of the Colonies had forgotten that there was 
such a place as Brisbane and such a coast as the 
Queensland coast. It was very seldom that they saw a 
British man-of-war in these waters — they seemed to 
be occupied exclusively between Sydney, Melbourne and 
Auckland—that alone would encourage him to support 
the vote. 
The Premier (Sir Thomas Mcllwraith) spoke 
strongly in favour of the vote, stating that the lead-
ing statesmen in each party in England had, in com-
munications they had with the Colonies, repeatedly 
denied that they took upon themselves to protect the 
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Colonies. If he were a taxpayer in England, he would 
most undoubtedly object to pay for the protection of 
the Queensland coast while, as a Queenslander, he said 
it was their duty to protect themselves. The kind of 
protection they required was against filibustering 
expeditions which might be fitted out if England was 
at war. They had a knowledge of what took place in 
the war between Chile and Peru where a vessel armed 
out with one big Armstrong gun, lay at the mouth of 
a river and shelled a town for six or seven days and 
completely destroyed it. 
In Queensland, if they made no arrangements to 
meet such an enemy, they would simply have to run 
'Paluma" in Botanical Gardens 1893 Flood. 
away, but protection of the sort proposed would be 
quite sufficient. A 10-knot vessel of the kind proposed, 
capable of having the speed increased to 12-knots with 
a little more expenditure, was about the most efficient 
ship in the opinion of Naval men. 
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A large gun she would carry, was capable of pierc-
ing 16" armour plate and he knew that guns of this 
sort were fitted with wonderful accuracy. He had 
watched firing for two hours recently in Melbourne 
where he saw dozens of shots fired, and, though the 
gunners had never fired those guns before, every 
single shot fired at a distance of a mile and a half 
would have hit the hull of a small ship. With the Arm-
strong guns of the present time it would not be at all 
difficult to hit a mark even at 7,600 yards. 
The Premier also stated that no other form of 
defence would be so efficient or obtained at such a small 
cost as the two ships he proposed. He advocated the 
expenditure for the defence of the Colony because it 
required defending. The ships were required for the 
defence of the Colony at the present time, and in tim.e 
of war the Colony might one day sustain damage 
amounting to more than twenty times the expenditure 
required for these two ships unless the ships were 
obtained. 
"Two Petty Gunboats" 
The Hon. Mr. Miles, in registering strong opposi-
tion to the scheme, remarked that the speed of the 
gunboats should be 15 knots to enable them to run 
away, and that it was ridiculous to think that two 
petty gunboats could defend a coastline 1,500 miles in 
length. 
Another Member, Mr. Brookes, in opposing the 
vote, doubted that filibustering expeditions would take 
place, as privateering was against the law of Nations, 
and, with the cable telegraph and national opinions, 
the Colony could not be pounced on as was possible in 
the days of Queen Elizabeth. It would be fooling away 
money to spend it on gunboats which would be only 
toys. He gloomily added that, when wanted, they 
would probably be in the wrong place and the guns on 
shore. 
Mr. Kingsford pertinently remarked that even if 
the gunboats were useless for coast defence, they 
might render invaluable service in convoying the ship-
ping trade on the coast. If that trade were stopped, 
the Colony would lose far more than the cost of gun-
boats. 
A motion that the cost of the gunboats (£60,000) 
be omitted from Estimates was defeated by 27 votes to 
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10, and, after some further debate the estimates were 
passed and the birth of the Queensland Marine Defence 
Force, which was to do so much in making the coastal 
Queenslanders sea-minded and to help in laying the 
foundations for the Royal Australian Navy, had com-
menced. 
Orders were then placed with Sir W. G. Arm-
strong, Mitchell & Co., of Newcastle on Tyne, for two 
gunboats of the "alphabetical" type, which were almost 
identical with Albert under construction for the Colony 
of Victoria. These were to be called Gayundah and 
Paluma. Specifications of these ships were as follows, 
and, for their size, the armament was truly formidable. 
Length 120 feet 
Beam 26 feet 
Draught 9^ feet 
Displacement 360 tons 
They were twin screw vessels, with horizontal 
direct action compound engines with a total of 400 
LH.P. to give maximum speed of 10 knots. 
Armament: One 8'' B.L. 12-ton gun forward, with 
about 7J° training only to right or left from dead 
ahead. 
One 6'' B.L. 4-ton gun aft with training from 
right aft to 10° to 15° before the beam on each side. 
Two 1^'' Nordenfeldt guns on the forecastle, also 
one ,45 five barrel machine gun, and one 1" four barrel 
machine gun. 
There were mountings for two more Nordenfeldt 
guns on the forecastle. The Nordenfeldt and machine 
guns were fitted for protection against torpedo attack: 
a fighting top on the foremast was removed after 
arrival in Brisbane. 
Coal capacity was 75 tons, which gave a range 
from seven hundred to eight hundred miles. 
Gun crews required were, ten for the 8" gun, six 
for the 6'' gun and three for each Nordenfeldt gun and 
each machine gun. 
LAUNCHING OF "MOSQUITO," "GAYUNDAH" 
AND "PALUMA." 
Although Gayundah and Paluma were the first 
units decided upon and ordered by the Queensland 
Government, Mosquito, a second class torpedo boat, 
which was ordered later and launched on July 16, 1884, 
was the first vessel of the Queensland Marine Defence 
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Force to arrive in the Colony, having been shippd out 
by a B.L steamer. Mosquito had a galvanised steel hull 
was of about 35 tons displacement and designed for a 
speed of 21 knots, but, at her trials on July 25, 1884, 
attained a speed of 17.21 knots. She had one funnel 
and a small pill box conning tower slightly to port of 
amidships aft. No guns were carried and two sets of 
dropping gear for 14" torpedoes were fitted; there was 
no accommodation on board and she was manned as 
requisite. 
The launching of Gayundah took place on May 13, 
1884; Paluma was launched at about the same time 
and both vessels carried out trials on September 26, 
1884; in full power trials over a ten mile course, 
between the Tyne and Newbiggin Church, the ships 
attained a speed of a shade over 10,5 knots. Gun trials 
with the main armament were carried out with com-
mon shell and chilled shot and gave, according to the 
Brisbane Courier of November 29, 1884, "every satis-
faction." Paluma was not destined however, to be 
fitted for some time as one of the "floating batteries" 
recommended by Sir William Jervois, an agreement 
being reached at that time between the Admiralty and 
the Queensland Government for the Admiralty to fit 
out and use Paluma for survey work in Northern 
Australian waters, and her main armament was 
replaced by work rooms for use by the surveyors, a 
deck house on the quarter deck replacing the 6" gun, 
and a work room forward replaced the 8'' gun. The 
decision to employ one of the two gunboats for survey 
work was announced by the Admiralty on July 28, 
1884. 
During this year, other indications of Russian 
interest in the Pacific were noticed and Baron Maclay, 
a Russian Naturalist, reported the "timely" occupa-
tion by Russia of Naval Stations in the Pacific, and tht 
Brisbane Courier on August 26, 1884, announced that 
three Russian Ironclads were under orders to proceed 
at once to reinforce the Russian Naval Forces on the 
China Station, though this action was probably neces-
sitated by the fact that war had been declared between 
China and France, rather than serving as a direct 
threat to Australia. 
In March 1885 the Brisbane Courier announced 
that military preparations were proceeding through-
out England and India with a view to possible hostili-
ties with Russia and that the British fleet was ready 
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to proceed to the Baltic in the event of war with 
Russia being declared. 
Formation of Naval Brigade 
Whilst the ships ordered by the Queensland 
Government were on passage, a number of people held 
a meeting on November 29 with the object of forming 
a Volunteer Naval Force. Upwards of 30 were present, 
a number of whom had seen service in the Royal Navy. 
Sub-Lieutenant W. J, Maughan, R.N.R. presided, and 
it was decided that a committee would wait upon the 
Premier, to offer the services of those present to the 
Government as a nucleus for a Naval Brigade, and to 
ascertain his views regarding the formation of a Naval 
Volunteer Force in Queensland. 
Very shortly, action was taken by the Government 
which had already given consideration to the question 
of a Naval Volunteer Force. Captain Wright, in addi-
tion to remaining as Commanding Officer of Gayundah, 
became Senior Naval Officer of the Queensland Marine 
Defence Forces, and the services of Lieutenant Walton 
Drake, R.N., at that time First Lieutenant of H.M.S. 
Wolverine, were secured as training officer for the 
Naval Brigade, the total numbers of which were to be 
100 for the Brisbane area and a further 100 spread 
amongst other ports, making a total of 200. 
No time was lost in implementing the require-
ments for the Queensland Naval Brigade, which com-
menced its first drill on January 23, -1885 under 
Lieutenant Drake, and by March 2 the full number of 
100 for Brisbane had been enrolled. On March 26, 
complete with uniforms, the Brigade proceeded to 
Lytton near the mouth of the Brisbane River, for the 
Easter encampment at the Fort with the Military 
volunteers. The announcement in the Brisbane 
Courier of March 26, 1885 of the parade and issue of 
uniforms has almost the flavour of a modern women's 
social column:— 
"The Naval Brigade, though not named in the 
orders, will parade at the old gaol for muster and 
uniforms. The utmost expedition was used in order 
to have the uniforms ready for the Easter Encamp-
ment. Mr. Burley, of Fortitude Valley, was 
entrusted with 100 suits, neckerchiefs were supplied 
by Finney Isles, the leggings by Mr. Smith, saddler, 
Edward Street, and the hats and caps by Mr. F. 
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Beattie. Lieutenant Drake will probably appoint 
Messrs. Cecil, Gold and Chapman as acting Petty 
Officers for the march out and the camp. Each of 
these gentlemen has previously held some more or 
less prominent position on board ship." 
PASSAGE AND ARRIVAL OF SHIPS 
The Paluma, with Lieutenant Richards, R.N., in 
command, sailed from England early in November, 
1884 for her survey duties, which were to last for the 
next ten years. 
The Admiralty, having in September 1884, 
declined to undertake the sailing of Gayundah to 
"Paluma" in Botanical Gardens, with S.S. "Elamang" and 
hulk "Maida," 1893. 
Queensland, arrangements were made by the Queens-
land Government. Captain Henry Townley Wright, 
R.N., was appointed in command and, with officers and 
ship's company for the voyage only, Gayundah sailed 
from Newcastle-on-Tyne on November 13, 1884, calling 
at Dartmouth, and, after fortunately meeting with fine 
weaher in the Bay of Biscay, reached Gibraltar, 
remaining there for one week. After departing for 
Malta, she encountered a strong gale off Algiers; in 
view of the guns and other top weight, the ship 
sheltered in Algiers for four days, afterwards reaching 
Malta where a stay of three weeks was made for over-
haul. During this period, Captain Wright underwent a 
Whitehead Torpedo course and the ship departed from 
Malta on December 30, passing through the Suez Canal 
and the Red Sea to Aden, thence to Colombo direct. The 
ship then included in her ports of call Batavia, Thurs-
day Island and Townsville, and, after calling at Woody 
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Island for coal, proceeded through Hervey Bay across 
Wide Bay Bar and arrived at Brisbane on March 28, 
1885. During the voyage the engines were seldom 
allowed to exceed 140 revolutions (which gave about 
eight knots in calm weather): Gayundah was fitted 
with yards on both masts and used sail at times, but 
these were only of use in a fair wind. Captain Wright 
had with him as officers:— 
First Lieutenant Lieutenant Hesketh, R.N. (ret.). 
Navigator Lieutenant Williams, R.N. 
Chief Engineer Nicholson, R.N. (ret.) who had 
brought out as Engineer Officer, the 
Victorian Gunboat Albert the pre-
vious year. 
The arrival of Gayundah naturally created much 
interest in Brisbane and she received both admiration 
and condemnation from various people. Carrying two 
25 ft. whalers, a 24 ft. jolly boat and a dinghy, with 
funnel, masts, conning tower, hatches and armament 
taking up much deck space, the length of which was 
reduced by a turtle back forward, many wondered how 
the ship's company, numbering between 50 and 60, 
found room to move. 
A representative of the Brisbane Courier who 
boarded the Gayundah on arrival, evinced disappoint-
ment at the lack of beauty of the new unit of the 
Queensland Naval Defence Force and expressed doubts 
as to her effectiveness in action, despite her heavy 
armament. He pointed out the small amount of train-
ing of the 8'' forward gun (this was commented on by 
Rear-Admiral Fairfax later) and the fact that whilst 
the 6" quarter deck gun had a wide arc of training, 
only one gun of the main armament could be used effec-
tively at a time. However, he later states "from the 
conning tower there was pneumatic communication to 
fore and aft magazine, guns and equipment for start-
ing and stopping the engines, so that in action one man 
alone could work the ship from the conning tower." 
The article concluded by saying that Queensland 
should be proud of the first unit of its Navy. 
Queensland Navy Estimates 
In moving the Estimates for 1885-6, the Premier 
and Colonial Secretary (Sir Samuel Griffith) warned 
Parliament that the threat of war was no idle one. He 
said it was well known that arrangements (including 
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an ample supply of coal), had been made by the Russ-
ians for attacking the Australian coast and that the 
permanent arm of the Naval Service consisted of 50 
men who virtually served as a school of instruction. 
The Estimates, shown as follows, are of interest 
as regards itemisation of expenditure and personnel:— 
ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE—1885-6 
No. Ill — Colonial Secretary 
Salaries & Co,ntingencies 
Appropriation Required 
for for 
1884-5 1885-6 
£ £ 
1884-5 1885-6 
Defence Force — Continued 
MARINE rORCE 
staff— 
Senior Naval Officer (paid as 
Commander of •'"Gayundah") 
1 1 Lieutenant-Instructor 150 300 
1 Clerk to Senior Naval Officer and 
Paymaster to Marine Force — 250 
1 Surgeon — 100 
1 3 Drill Instructors 40 240 
1 Messenger and Office-keeper — 25 
190 942 
Contingencies— 
House allowance to Senior Naval 
Officer — 120 
Lodging allowance for Lieut.-
Instructor — 60 
"GAYUNDAH" 
1 Commander — 600 
1 Senior Lieutenant — 360 
2 Chief Engineer at £300 Asst. 
Engineer at £180 — 480 
1 Gunner and Instructor — 180 
1 Master-at-Arms — 120 
1 Ship-Steward — . 120 
2 Wardroom-Steward £96, Capt's. 
Servant £60 — 156 
1 Chief Boatswain's Mate, at £8 per 
month — 96 
8 Stokers, 3 at £8 per month, 5 at £7 — 708 
1 Carpenter, at £8 per month — 96 
1 Quartermaster, at £7 10s. per 
month — 90 
1 Cook, at £7 10s. per month — 90 
2 2nd Class Pe t ty Officers £7 per 
month — 1(38 
1 Armourer, at £7 per month — 84 
12 Seamen, at £6 per month — 864 
180 
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3 
3 
6 
6 
138 
158 
1 
3 
Wardroom Officers' Servant at £4 
per month 
Boys, at £1 per month 
Contingencies (Subdivision)— 
Rations 
Ammunition, Torpedo Stores, 
Ship's Chandlerv, etc 
Incidentals 
— 
— 
48 
36 
—4,296 
950 
— 1,500 
—2,500 
NAVAL BRIGADE (COMPANIES OF SEAMEN) 
4 
5 
8 
8 
1S4 
256 
Lieutenants, 16 days at 14s. per 
diem 
Sub-Lieutenants, 10s. per diem 
1st Class Pe t ty Officers, 8s. per 
diem 
2nd Class Pet ty Officers, 7s.6d. 
per diem 
Seamen, Stokers, etc., 6s. per diem 
Contingencies (Subdivision)— 
Capitation Grant, 206 men at 
£2.10s 
Capitation Allowance for efficient 
Volunteers 
Rifles 
Ammunition 
Prizes for Shooting 
Share of Expenses of Range 
Incidental Expenses 
Re-supply of Clothes to men 
(worn out on active service) 
TOTAL 
* For Six Months. 
— 
— 
— 
— 
418 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
— 
—1,042 
*£4,150 
500 
—2,950 
46 
40 
52 
48 
883 
—1,069 
515 
150 
150 
120 
100 
300 
200 
—1,535 
£10,972 
Auxiliary Vessels and Training. 
Further progress in the development of Naval 
defences continued. A Naval Staff Office in Edward 
Street was secured and the erection of Naval Stores, 
repair and training depot at Kangaroo Point com-
menced. As Mosquito, which was not commissioned 
but was manned as requisite, had a steel hull, a slip-
way and shed were constructed in the South Brisbane 
reach of the river behind Parliament House, to house 
the vessel when not required for training or other 
service. The Naval Establishment at Kangaroo Point, 
completed in 1887, consisted of two two-storied galvan-
ised iron buildings, which housed a gun battery for 
training, work shops for repairs for the ships, a 
torpedo workshop, a wharf with sheer-legs and a boat 
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slip; whilst under construction, a flood during the com-
pletion year, necessitated the raising of the floor of 
the battery by several feet. 
The provision of auxiliary vessels also received 
attention and, as the bulk of the Naval Brigade volun-
teers in Brisbane were seamen from Government ves-
sels, the decision of the Government, on the advice of 
the Admiral, Captain Wright and Major-General 
Steward, to fit the Government Steamer Otter and five 
steam propelled Hopper Barges as auxiliaries, was a 
wise one, as, in times of emergency, the crews of these 
vessels would be almost all Naval Reservists. 
The five Hopper Barges were under construction 
in Queensland for the Harbours and Rivers Depart-
ment, and the Premier, Sir S. W. Griffith, K.C.M.G., 
had ordered that certain alterations be made, notably 
the placing of the boilers below the water line, and the 
fitting of a gun mounting forward to take a 5" B.L. 
2i-ton gun; a similar mounting was fitted to Otter. 
A fourth unit of the Queensland Marine Defence 
Force, Midge, was shipped out to Australia in 1887; 
Midge was a picquet boat, diagonally built, of teak out-
side with an inner mahogany skin, with a speed of 
11 knots. She had mountings for a three pounder 
Nordenfeldt forward and two machine guns aft, and, 
like Mosquito, was fitted with two sets of dropping 
gear for 14" torpedoes. Midge was not commissioned 
and was manned as required, being moored at the 
Naval Stores at Kangaroo Point meanwhile. 
Training centres were established, and branches 
of the Naval Brigade formed, in Thursday Island, 
Cairns, Townsville, Mackay, Rockhampton, Bundaberg 
and Maryborough, with an instructor, usually a com-
missioned gunner or gunner, in each place. Gayundah 
made periodical visits to carry out sea training and 
gunnery exercises; as time progressed, the combined 
Naval and Military camps at Lytton gave way to 
purely Naval camps which were held at Easter time at 
Peel Island opposite Dunwich and later at Cleveland. 
Gayundah, Otter, and the two Torpedo Boats conveyed 
members of the Naval Brigade to the camp and 
engaged in exercises, and later, after her surveying 
duties had finished, Paluma also took part. 
"Gayundah" Wears White Ensign 
In August 1884 the Earl of Northbrook, First 
Lord of the Admiralty, had refused to allow the White 
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Ensign to be flown by Victorian men-of-war, stating 
that, whilst no slur was intended, the Blue Ensign was 
considered the proper flag for Colonial men-of-war; 
Gayundah therefore, commissioned under the Blue 
Ensign with the Badge of the Colony thereon, for 
which Admiralty approval was granted. 
With the object of obviating idle periods for 
Gayundah and gaining for the personnel the advant-
ages of training and discipline by being effectively 
attached to the Australian Squadron, the Government 
of Queensland, whilst Gayundah was preparing to 
depart for Queensland, had offered her for service 
under the Admiral commanding the Australian 
Station, with the understanding that she should be 
detached from time to time for local and special service 
in the Colony. The following correspondence took 
place:— 
Queensland Marine Defence Force Officers, 1900. Captain W. R. Creswell 
in front, with Commander Drake on Ms right. 
(1) 
The Colonial Secretary to His Excellency the Governor 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Brisbane, 23rd October, 1884. 
Sir, 
Your Excellency is aware that the two gunboats 
Paluma and Gayundah, ordered by this Government, 
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has been placed at the disposition of the Admiralty 
for surveying purposes. 
In considering the uses to which the Gayundah 
should be put, the Government have been impressed 
with the idea that her usefulness would from every 
point of view be impaired if she should be per-
mitted to be unemployed for considerable periods of 
time. Her active services are not likely to be con-
tinuously required, although it will probably be 
desirable that she should be available for conveying 
the Governor of the Colony, or Ministers, on oflScial 
journeys of special importance, as well as for occas-
ional visits to the outlaying islands in Torres Straits 
which are under the jurisdiction of Queensland, and 
other similar services that may from time to time 
suggest themselves. She should also be available 
for the annual training of the Naval Defence Force 
which it is intended to establish. 
Allowing, however, for these uses, the Govern-
ment are of opinion that the Gayundah might, with 
mutual advantage to Her Majesty's Imperial Govern-
ment and that of this colony, be employed, when not 
specially required for colonial services, for the 
general purposes of the Australian Squadron and 
under the direction of the Admiral commanding the 
Australian Station. 
They do not anticipate that any practical diffi-
culty would be found to arise if the ship were 
attached to that squadron with the understanding 
that she should be detached from time to time, at 
the request of the Governor, and made available for 
the local and special services to which I have 
referred. 
I have, therefore, the honour to request that 
Your Excellency will be good enough to offer the 
services of the Gayundah to the Admiralty, through 
the Right Honourable The Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, under the provisions of "The Colonial 
Naval Defence Act of 1865," and on the basis of the 
conditions above stated. 
The acceptance of this offer would, I hope, tend 
to initiate a system of united action on the part of 
the Imperial and Colonial Governments for the pur-
poses of colonial defence, while it would also tend to 
greatly increase the efficiency of colonial ships of 
N 
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war when called upon for active service, and would, 
moreover, incidentally confer upon the ships and 
their officers a larger prestige and influence. 
I have &c., 
S. W. GRIFFITH. 
His Excellency Sir Anthony Musgrave, K.C.M.G. 
Governor. 
(2) 
His Excellency The Governor to The Colonial Secretary 
Government House, 
Brisbane, 23rd October, 1884. 
Colonial Secretary, 
With reference to your letter of this date, 
respecting the proposal of the Government to offer 
the services of the Gayundah to the Admiralty, 
under the provisions of "The Colonial Naval Defence 
Act of 1865," for duty with Her Majesty's Squadron 
on the Australian Station, I presume that there is no 
doubt of the intention of this Government, but it is 
not expressly stated in your letter whether it is 
designed that the Gayundah shall be fully manned, 
equipped, and maintained at the expense of this 
colony. I would, therefore, suggest that I should be 
enabled to place this question beyound doubt in sub-
mitting the offer to the Secretary of State. 
A. MUSGRAVE. 
(3) 
The Colonial Secretary to His Excellency The Governor 
Colonial Secreary's Office, 
Brisbane, 24th October, 1884. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to acknowledge Your Excell-
ency's memorandum of yesterday with reference to 
my letter of the same date on th subject of offering 
the services of the Gayundah to the Admiralty 
under the provisions of "The Colonial Naval Defence 
Act of 1865," although not expressly so stated in my 
letter. 
Your Excellency has rightly inferred that it is 
the intention of the Government that the Gayundah 
should be fully manned, equipped, and maintained at 
the sole expense of the colony. The proposal, in 
effect is that the Gayundah should be fully manned, 
equipped, and maintained at the sole expense of the 
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colony. The proposal, in effect, is that the colony 
should, to the extent indicated, contribute to the 
expense of Australian defence. 
I have, &c., 
S. W. GRIFFITH. 
(4) 
Telegram from His Excellency The Governor to 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies. 
Brisbane, 25th October, 1884. 
Government here offer gunboat for service with the 
squadron. Naval Defence Act of Parliament. 
Despatch follows by mail. 
GOVERNOR. 
(5) 
His Excellency The Governor to The Secretary of State 
for the Colonies. No. 114 
Government House, 
Brisbane, 25th October, 1884. 
My Lord, 
I have the honour to enclose for Your Lord-
ship's information copies of communications which 
have passed between Mr. Griffith, the leader of the 
Government, and myself, on the subject of an offer 
which my Ministers request me to make, and which 
I have much gratification in submitting to Your 
Lordship, of the services of the gunboat "Gayundah" 
recently built for this Government, for duty with 
Her Majesty's squadron on the Australian station, 
under the provisions of "The Colonial Naval Defence 
Act of 1865." 
2. It is believed by my advisers that the provi-
sions of the 6th section of that Act are not depend-
ent upon the 3rd section, but the Defence Bill now 
before Parliament, which it is hoped will be passed 
during the present Session, will, however, deal with 
the matters mentioned in the 3rd section of the 
Enabling Act of the Imperial Pariiament. 
3. I cannot doubt that the example thus 
afforded by the Government of Queensland will be 
followed by the other Australian colonies, and if so, 
in very short time there may be an effective auxil-
iary squadron of five or six, if not more, Australian 
war vessels placed under the command of the 
British Admiral on this station, to render assistance 
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to the mother-country in the defence of these 
colonies, and the general protection of the national 
interests in these seas. 
4. I am myself disposed to believe that nothing 
would contribute more effectually to build up and 
establish the sense of natural union with one 
another, and of community of interests with Great 
Britain among these colonies, then being thus per-
mitted to take part visibly in the eye of the world 
in common national duties and responsibilities. 
Active union and co-operation in work of this 
kind will prepare a material foundation for the 
federation of the colonies, which has not as yet 
advanced much beyond indefinite idea. 
I have &c., 
A. MUSGRAVE. 
(It will be noted in paragraph 3 of the letter from 
the Governor to The Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, dated October 25, 1884, that he considers the 
example afforded by the Government of Queensland, 
would be followed by the other Australian colonies.) 
Further correspondence took place subsequently, 
which included the following:— 
(2) 
The Secretary of State for the Colonies to 
The Governor of Queensland. 
Queensland, Downing Street, 
No. 41. 21st July, 1885. 
Sir, 
With reference to my Despatch No. 31 of the 
5th ultimo, and to previous correspondence, I have 
the honour to transmit to you, for communication to 
your Government, two Orders in Council — one 
approving the provision, etc. of certain armed 
vessels and the raising, etc., seamen and others 
entered thereon for the defence of Queensland; the 
other authorising the Admiralty to accept the 
services of the "Gayundah." 
You will observe that the Orders in Council are 
so framed as to meet the views expressed in your 
Despatch No. 1 of the 7th January last, and do not 
limit the co-operation of the Queensland vessels with 
those of the Royal Navy to the time of war alone. 
I have requested the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty to communicate with the Commander-
in-Chief of the Australian Stations in regard to the 
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period or periods for which it will be convenient 
that the "Gayundah" shall be taken under his 
orders. 
I have, &c., 
FRED STANLEY. 
Governor Sir A. Musgrave, G.C.M.G. 
t3X/C/«« \^LL^«y "Ll.y*y 
(Enclosure 1 in 2) 
At The Ck)urt at Windsor, The 25th Day of June, 1885. 
Present 
The Queen's Most Excellent Majesty 
His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales 
Lord Chancellor Earl Granville 
Lord President Earl of Kimberley 
Lord Privy Seal Secretary Sir Wm. Vernon 
Harcourt 
Marquess of Hartington Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer 
Earl of Derby Mr. Trevelyan 
'Gayundah" with Bamboo Fore Topmast rigged for 
Wireless Telegraphy, 1903. 
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Sir Henry James 
Whereas by an Order in Council of this day's 
date. Her Majesty was pleased, by and with the con-
sent of Her Privy Council, to approve the provision, 
maintenance, and use by the Colony of Queensland 
of certain armed vessels, and the raising and main-
taining of the seamen and others entered thereon, 
for the purpose of defending the coasts of the Colony 
of Queensland, and of co-operating with the ships 
of the Royal Navy. 
And whereas by an Act of the Imperial Legis-
lature, entitled "The Colonial Naval Defence Act, 
1865," it was amongst other things enacted that it 
shall be lawful for Her Majesty in Council, from 
time to time as occasion requires, and on such con-
ditions as seem fit, to authorise the Admiralty to 
accept any offer for the time being made or to be 
made by the Government of a colony to place at Her 
Majesty's disposal any vessel of war provided by 
that Government, and the men and officers from 
time to time serving therein; and while any vessel 
accepted by the Admiralty under such authority is 
at the disposal of Her Majesty, such vessel shall be 
deemed to all intents a vessel of war of the Royal 
Navy, and the men and officers from time to time 
serving in such vessel shall be deemed to all intents 
men and officers of the Royal Navy, and shall 
accordingly be subject to all enactments and regula-
tions for the time being in force for the discipline 
of the Royal Navy. 
And whereas the Government of the Colony of 
Queensland hath offered to place the armed vessel 
Gayundah and the men and officers serving therein 
at Her Majesty's disposal. 
Now, therefore, in pursuance of the last above-
recited Act, Her Majesty is pleased, by and with the 
consent of Her Privy Council, to authorise the 
Admiralty to accept, for such time as the Admiralty 
may approve, the offer so made by the Government 
of the said Colony of Queensland to place at Her 
Majesty's disposal the abovenamed vessel the 
Gayundah, and the men and officers serving therein. 
C. L. PEEL. 
(Enclosure 2 in 2) 
At the Court at Windsor, The 25th Day of June, 1885. 
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Present 
The Queen's Most Excellent Majesty 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales 
Lord Chancellor Earl Granville 
Lord President Earl of Kimberley 
Lord Privy Seal Secretary Sir Wm. Vernon 
Harcourt 
Marquess of Hartington Mr. Chancellor of the 
Exchequer 
Earl of Derby Mr. Trevelyan 
Sir Henry James 
Whereas by an act of the Imperial Legislature 
entitled "The Colonial Naval Defence Act, 1865," it 
was amongst other things enacted, in any Colony it 
shall be lawful for the proper legislative authority, 
with the approval of Her Majesty in Council, from 
time to time to make provision for effecting, at the 
expense of the Colony, amongst others, the pur-
poses following, viz. for providing, maintaining, and 
using a vessel of war subject to such conditions and 
for such purposes as Her Majesty in Council from 
time to time approves, and for raising and maintain-
ing seamen and others entered on the terms of being 
bound to serve, as ordered in any such vessel. 
And whereas by an Act of the Legislature of the 
Colony of Queensland, No. 27 of 1884, to which said 
Act the Royal Assent has been duly given. The 
Governor of the said Colony of Queensland is 
empowered to raise and maintain such and so many 
officers and seamen as may from time to time be 
required to man any armed ships or vessels belong-
ing to Her Majesty's Colonial Government, and it is 
enacted by the said Act, that the officers of such 
ships shall be enlisted in the prescribed manner, and 
be deemed to be called out for active service, and be 
subject to the laws and regulations which under the 
provisions of the said Act apply to officers, non-com-
missioned officers and men of the Marine Force 
called out for such service; and it is enacted further 
by the same Act that the Active Marine Force shall 
be subject to the Queen's Regulations and Admiralty 
Instructions for the Government of Her Majesty's 
Naval Service, and every officer and man thereof 
shall from the time of being called out for active 
service afioat, and also during the periods of annual 
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drill or training afioat, under the provisions of the 
said Act, be subject to "The Naval Discipline Act" 
and all other laws then applicable to Her Majesty's 
Naval Forces in Queensland, and not inconsistent 
with the said Act, except that no man shall be sub-
ject to any corporal punishment except death or 
imprisonment for any contravention of such laws, 
and except also that the Regulations may prescribe 
that any provisions of the said laws shall not apply 
to the Defence Force. 
And whereas the Legislative Authority of the 
said Colony have made provision for effecting the 
aforesaid purposes, and the said Colony have caused 
to be constructed certain armed vessels; 
Now, therefore, in pursuance of the first above 
recited Act, Her Majesty is pleased, by and with the 
consent of the Privy Council, to approve the provi-
sion, maintenance, and use of the said vessels and 
the raising and maintaining the seamen and others 
entered thereon, for the purpose of defending the 
coasts of the said Colony, and co-operating with the 
ships of the Royal Navy. 
C. L. PEEL. 
Finally, Admiral Tryon, under cover of his letter 
dated September 2, 1886, enclosed copy of orders from 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty and 
Warrant, authorising Gayundah to wear the White 
Ensign and Pendant of Her Majesty's Fleet. These 
communications read:— 
Admiral Tryon to The Administrator of the 
Government. 
Nelson, at Sydney, 
2nd September, 1886. 
Sir, 
With reference to my letter to Your Excellency, 
dated 25th July, 1886, I have now the honour and 
the pleasure to forward to Your Excellency a copy 
of the orders I have received from the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty. 
I beg to enclose the Warrant authorising H.M. 
Queensland ship Gayundah to wear the White 
Ensign and Pendant of Her Majesty's Fleet, under 
flying seal for delivery to the Commanding Officer. 
I have, &c., 
G. TRYON, 
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Rear-Admiral and Commander-in-Chief. 
(Enclosure in 3) 
The Admiralty to Admiral Tryon. 
Admiralty, 22nd. July, 1886. 
Sir, 
In confirmation of Admiralty Telegram of this 
day's date, and with reference to previous corres-
pondence on the question as to whether the Colonial 
Gun Vessel Gayundah belonging to the Queensland 
Government should be granted the privilege of wear-
ing the White Ensign and Pendant of Her Majesty's 
Fleet, the services of that vessel having been duly 
accepted by the Admiralty under Section 6 of "The 
Colonial Naval Defence Act of 1865." 
2. I am commanded by my Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you that Her 
Majesty's Government have decided that, so long 
as the Gayundah is at the disposal of Her Majesty, 
that vessel may wear the White Ensign and Pendant 
of Her Majesty's Fleet, and I am to transmit here-
with the warrant authorising the same accordingly, 
which should be delivered to the Commanding Officer 
of the Gayundah. 
3. I am to add that in the opinion of my Lords 
the terms under which the Gayundah was accepted 
require revision in regard to future vessels, and that 
it will therefore be necessary to lay down definite 
rules as to the conditions upon which Colonial armed 
vessels shall be accepted by the Admiralty. 
I have, &c., 
H. J. VANSITTART-NEAL, 
Pro-Secretary. 
(Sub-enclosure to Enclosure in 3) 
Warrant. 
By the Commissioners for executing the office of 
Lord High Admiral of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, &c. 
Whereas under the provisions of "The Colonial 
Naval Defence Act, 1865, and by Her Majesty's 
Order in Council of the twenty-fourth day of June, 
1885, the services of the armed-vessel Gayundah, 
belonging to the Colony of Queensland, and the men 
and officers serving therein, were placed at the dis-
posal of and accepted by Her Majesty; and whereas 
we deem it expedient that the said vessel shall be 
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permitted to wear the White Ensign and Pendant of 
Her Majesty's Fleet during the time that she shall 
be at the disposal of Her Majesty. 
We do, therefore, by virtue of the power and 
authority vested in us, warrant and authorise the 
White Ensign and Pendant of Her Majesty's Fleet 
to be worn on board the Gayundah accordingly. 
Given under our hands, and the seal of the office 
of Admiralty, this twenty-second day of July, 1886. 
A. H. HOSKINS, 
JOHN HAY. 
By command of their Lordships, 
EVAN MACGREGOR. 
On September 9, 1886, the Premier, in announcing 
a vote of £12,424 for the Marine Defence Forces, men-
tioned that the Gayundah had been placed under con-
trol of the Admiral commanding the Australian Squad-
r^ i 
' 'Mosquito' * 
ron, under The Colonial Defence Act of 1865, and that 
permission had been given to fiy the White Ensign, 
placing her in all respects on the same footing as the 
men-of-war of the Imperial Navy — the first time the 
privilege had been granted to any Colonial ship — a 
very important step. At that time Gayundah had just 
returned from a trip to North Queensland for the pur-
pose of giving instruction to the Naval Brigade in the 
coastal ports. The cruise was made on the advice of 
the Admiral under whose direction the vessel was. 
The Premier also stated that the Admiral had, of 
course, consulted with the Government as to what was 
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to be done and the result of the trip was very satis-
factory, the Naval Brigade in these centres being 
encouraged by opportunities of training they would not 
otherwise have had. The ship had, for the past six 
months, been almost continuously at this work. 
Gayundah was inspected by Rear-Admiral H. 
Fairfax, Ck)mmander in Chief Australian Station in 
October 1887, and reports on the inspection, appended 
hereto, are of interest:— 
H.M.Q.S. GUNBOAT GAYUNDAH 
(Report of inspection by Admiral Fairfax) 
Admiral Fairfax to His Excellency The Governor 
of Queensland. 
H.M.S. Nelson, 
Sydney, 17th October, 1887. 
Sir, 
In compliance with the request contained in 
Your Excellency's letter of the 11th instant, I have 
the honour to inform you that I inspected H.M. 
Queensland vessel Gayundah on the 13th and found 
a fine and well dressed ship's company. The ship 
was beautifully clean, and every part of her seemed 
well cared for. The drills were very creditable, and I 
consider the state and order of the ship reflect great 
credit on Captain Wright and the officers and men. 
2. The bow gun has only 14° of training (7° on 
each bow): it has been found very difficult to lay a 
gun for direction by the helm, and in the new gun-
boats the bow gun on Cavasseur's central mounting 
gives an arc of fire of 240°. I should strongly recom-
mend this mounting. If necessary, the bulwarks 
forward enclosing the gun emplacement could be 
arranged to let down and haul-up at pleasure. Such 
an alteration as I suggest would add greatly to the 
efficiency of the ship, and in my opinion well worth 
the expense. 
3. Copies of the reports of the chief engineer 
and carpenter of the Diamond are atached. The fire 
arrangements of Paluma a sister ship to Gayundah 
are in a similar unsatisfactory conditions, and when 
steam is not up it appears to me that they are 
inefficient. Plans are in course of preparation by 
which the fire arrangements of the Paluma can be 
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improved in this respect, and when complete I will 
forward them to Your Excellency, and suggest that 
this alteration should be made. 
I have, &c., 
H. FAIRFAX, 
Rear-Admiral, Commander-in-Chief. 
J. Murdoch, Staff Engineer, H.M.S. Diamond, to 
Rear-Admiral Henry Fairfax. 
H.M.S. Diamond, 
14th October, 1887. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to report that the engines 
and boilers of H.M.Q.S. Gayundah are in good con-
dition; but I would respectfully suggest that an 
alteration be made in the expansion gear, as I 
explained to the chief engineer. Expense not more 
than £2. 
I have, &c., 
J. MURDOCH, 
Staff Engineer. 
J. Hallam, Carpenter H.M.S. Diamond, to Rear-Admiral 
Henry Fairfax. 
H.M.S. Diamond, 
13th October, 1887. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to report that having inspec-
ted the frames, keelson plates,' lower part of bulk-
heads, and other ironwork in connection with the 
hull of the above-named vessel, I find such perfectly 
free from deterioration or corrosion, and in a well 
preserved condtition. 
With regard to the pumping arrangements, it 
appears that in the absence of steam-power, in the 
case of fire on board, the principal supply of water is 
obtained through the small portable fire engine, 
the steam-fire-main which is then worked by hand 
discharging a very poor supply of water, and the 
engine-room hand-pump being fitted for pumping 
out the bilges only. 
I have, &c., 
JOSEPH HALLAM, 
Carpenter. 
I concur in the above report. 
J. MURDOCH, 
Staff Engineer. 
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The Admiral's adverse comment on the small 
degree of training in the 8" gun will be noted, as will 
the truly modest recommendation of his Staff Engineer 
in regard to the improvement to the ship's expansion 
gear at a cost of £2. 
In September 1887, the Premier, in moving that 
the sum of £12,541 for salaries and contingencies in 
connection with the Marine Defence Force be granted, 
advised that an additional drill instructor had been 
appointed on the staff; that there was also a small 
increase of £105 for rations for Gayundah and that 
under the heading of "Naval Brigade" there was a 
substantial increase — 54 — in the number of men, 
but there was a diminution of the amount asked for in 
consequence of the reduction of the days allocated for 
training. He mentioned that the sum asked for was 
practically the same as the previous year and that 
there were now two companies of the Naval Brigade in 
Brisbane, a total of two officers and 100 men, in Rock-
hampton three officers and 50 men, Maryborough three 
officers and 50 men, Townsville three officers and 50 
men, and it was proposed to make provision for a com-
pany at Cooktown and at Cairns. 
Much discussion and some opposition ensued. One 
member recommended paying off the ship for twelve 
months with a care and maintenance party to save 
money and naively suggested that the ship could be 
speedily manned in an emergency by advertising for 
the necessary personnel. Despite the opposition, the 
Premier stuck to his guns, pointing out the obvious 
necessity for the continuance of sea training, and 
carried the day. 
The Case of Captain Wright 
The interpretation as to the authority of the 
Queensland Government and the Admiralty respec-
tively, over Gayundah and her personnel, was to, assist 
in creating a Gilbertian situation and a local cause 
celebre when Captain Wright's appointment drew to a 
close towards the latter end of 1888. 
In October 1888, Captain Wright applied for leave 
until the end of December when his term of service 
with the Government of Queensland expired, and 
requested that he might receive his pay to that date. 
The correspondence indicates that some friction 
between Captain Wright and the Government had pre-
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viously existed, as it would appear that he had already 
received an assurance that his pay to December 31 
would be given to him on proceeding on leave but, on 
ascertaining that it was not the intention of Captain 
Wright to immediately depart from the Colony, 
the Colonial Secretary's Office advised him that his 
application for payment could not be granted, and 
wrote two letters, one to Captain Wright as Senior 
Naval Officer, instructing him to at once hand over the 
Gayundah, together with all stores belonging to that 
ship and to the various other branches of the Marine 
Defence Force to Lieutenant F. P. Taylor, First Lieu-
tenant of the ship. 
The other letter, addressed to Lieutenant Taylor 
written a week after that to Captain Wright, 
enclosed a copy of the letter to Captain Wright and 
instructed Lieutenant Taylor to at once take over 
command of Gayundah and charge of all stores belong-
ing to the Naval Defence Force of the Colony. These 
are the letters:— 
(5) 
The Under Colonial Secretary to The Senior 
Naval Officer 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Brisbane, 16th October, 1888. 
Sir, 
Referring to my letter of the 13th instant, in 
which I informed you that your application for leave 
of absence on full pay until the 31st December, 1888, 
had been approved, I have now the honour, by direc-
tion of the Chief Secretary, to request that you will 
be good enough to at once hand over the gunboat 
Gayundah, together with all stores belonging to that 
ship, and to the various other branches of the Marine 
Defence Force, to Lieutenant F. P. Taylor, First 
Lieutenant of the Gayundah. 
I have, &c., 
ROBERT J. GRAY, 
Under Colonial Secretary. 
(6) 
The Under Colonial Secretary to Lieutenant Taylor. 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Brisbane, 23rd October, 1888. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to forward to you the enclosed 
copy of a letter which I addressed to Captain Wright 
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on the 16th instant, and to request that you will at 
once take over charge of the Gayundah and all stores 
belonging to the Naval Defence Force of the Colony. 
I have, &c., 
ROBERT J. GRAY, 
Under Colonial Secretary. 
(Enclosure in 6) 
(See No. 5) 
(7) 
The Under CJolonial Secretary to Captain Wright. 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Brisbane, 24th October, 1888. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 17th instant, and to inform you 
that your application to be paid in a lump sum the 
'Gayundah" in 1946. 
amount of your salary to the 31st December next 
cannot be granted. 
I may inform you that when the Chief Secretarj^ 
agreed to advance your salary to the end of your 
leave, it was upon the assumption that you intended 
at once to avail yourself of the passages to England, 
which the Premier has promised to provide for your-
self and family. 
I shall be obliged if you will at your convenience 
return to the Gayundah the articles of crockeryware, 
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&c., which the Audit Inspector reports you have at 
your private residence, and the value of which he 
states to be £14 Is. 6d. 
I have, &c., 
ROBERT J. GRAY, 
Under Colonial Secretary. 
Arrested His First Lieutenant 
On receipt of the letter from the Colonial 
Secretary's Office, Captain Wright immediately placed 
his First Lieutenant (Lieutenant Taylor), who had 
announced by letter his intention of carrying out the 
orders of the Government, under open arrest and 
despatched the following letter and enclosure to the 
Chief Secretary:— 
(8) 
Captain Wright to The Chief Secretary. 
Office of Senior Naval Officer. 
Brisbane, 24th October, 1888. 
Sir, 
I have the honour most respectfully to protest 
against the action of the Under Colonial Secretary, 
presumably by direction from the Government, in 
communicating direct with Lieutenant Taylor, and 
asking him to reply on matters connected with this 
Department, my pendant being still flying, and while 
I still hold the position of Senior Naval Officer and 
Captain in the Royal Navy, under command of the 
Rear-Admiral Commanding in Chief, which is dis-
tinctly in opposition to the Queen's Regulations and 
Admiralty Instructions, and the Local Regulations. 
By the action taken. Lieutenant Taylor is placed 
in an extremely difficult position, and has rendered 
himself liable to be tried by a court-martial should 
the Rear-Admiral so direct. 
Although I have applied for leave of absence to 
the end of the year, which has been granted, I have 
not yet taken advantage of the privilege, and before 
I do so, the ship's stores, munitions of war, secret 
torpedo volumes, &c., must be gone through, and a 
receipt and supply note exchanged in the usual form. 
In my letter of the 17th instant, to which I have 
not yet received a reply, I pointed out that I applied 
for leave at your suggestion, and under certain con-
ditions which it now appears will not be complied 
with. 
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My only idea in taking advantage of your offer 
of leave was to sever my connection with your 
Government at the earliest possible moment, which 
cannot be the case if the conditions which were 
offered at the same time and not adhered to. 
I regret that I cannot but look at the action 
taken by the Under Colonial Secretary as an inten-
tional slight on my official position, which reflects on 
the Service to which I have the honour to belong, 
and, therefore, consider it my duty to report the 
case to the Rear-Admiral Commanding-in-Chief for 
transmission to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty. 
I beg to enclose for your information a memo, 
which I have addressed to Lieutenant Taylor on the 
subject. 
H. TOWNLEY WRIGHT, 
Captain R.N. and S.N.O. 
(Enclosure in 8) 
Captain Wright to Lieutenant Taylor. 
Office of Senior Naval Officer, 
Brisbane, 24th October, 1888. 
Memo:— 
Referring to your letter of yesterday's date, in 
which you state "I have this day received peremp-
tory instructions from the Government to at once 
take over charge of the Gayundah and all stores 
belonging to the Naval Defence Force of the Colony; 
"In accordance with these instructions it is my 
intention to do so, and read my authority to the 
crew and all others attached to the Department; 
"Hoping you will see that no other alternative 
is left me under the circumstances," — added to the 
fact that you informed me you had been in corres-
pondence with the Government direct, instead of 
through me as your Commanding Officer, in opposi-
tion to the Queen's Regulations and Admiralty 
Instructions, and Art. 293, sec. 35 of the Local 
Regulations, I wish to make the following 
remarks:— 
1. Although I have applied for and been granted 
leave of absence till the end of the year, I have not 
yet taken advantage of this privilege, and until I do 
so and formally hand over command and charge of 
all stores, guns, arms, munitions of war, secret tor-
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pedo volumes, &c., I direct, by virtue of the commis-
sion I hold from H.E. the Governor, and the Order in 
Council placing the Gayundah and all officers and 
men serving thereon under the command and orders 
of the Rear-Admiral Commanding-in-Chief, and by 
the commission which you hold from His Excellency 
The Governor, that you will obey all lawful com-
mtnds from me as your superior officer, and comply 
in every respect with the Regulations which are 
laid down for your guidance. 
2. Recognising the delicate and difficult position 
in which you have been placed by the action of the 
Government, I am not inclined to take extreme 
measures in this case, but would point out that you 
have laid yourself open to be tried by court-martial, 
should the Admiral so direct. 
3. As I have already informed you on the 
quarter-deck, you are to consider yourself under 
arrest, and, as I do not wish to place you under 
unnecessary restraint, you need not confine yourself 
to the ship, but clearly on the understanding that 
while such arrest continues you will comply with the 
regulations laid down in Act above referred to. 
4. I shall forward this case to the Lords Com-
missioners of the Admiralty, through the Rear-
Admiral Commanding-in-Chief, with the view, if 
possible, of preventing the slight which, by the 
present action of the Government in this matter, 
is placed on the Royal Navy being repeated at any 
future time. 
H. TOWNLEY WRIGHT, 
Captain R.N. and Senior Naval Officer. 
Captain Wright Dismissed 
It will be noticed that Captain Wright took the 
attitude that he was under the command of the Rear-
Admiral Commanding-in-Chief, to whom he intended 
to report the matter. Upon ascertaining that Lieut-
enant Taylor had been placed under arrest, the Colonial 
Secretary requested Paymaster Pollock verbally to 
inform Lieutenant Taylor that his presence was 
desired in the Chief Secretary's Office. Captain 
Wright upon hearing of this caused Lieutenant Taylor 
to be informed that if he attempted to leave the ship 
he would be placed under close arrest. 
The Colonial Secretary, then being of the opinion 
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that Captain Wright, upon receipt of the letter 
requesting him to hand over Gayundah and all stores, 
ceased to have any authority as Senior Naval Officer, 
that Lieutenant Taylor, in replying to communications 
addressed to him by the Chief Secretary, was merely 
carrying out the directions of the head of his Depart-
ment, and that the action of Captain Wright was 
clearly in open defiance of the Government, had no 
alternative but to recommend that Captain Wright be 
dismissed from the office of Commanding Officer of 
Gayundah, Senior Naval Officer and Naval Superin-
tendent. The Executive Council, at a special meeting, 
concurred with the Colonial Secretary's recommenda-
tion and the following letters were despatched:— 
The Under Colonial Secretary to Captain Wright. 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Brisbane, 24th October, 1888. 
Sir, 
The Colonial Secretary having placed before His 
Excellency The Administrator of the Government in 
Council your letter of this date addressed to the 
Chief Secretary, in which you inform him that you 
have placed Lieutenant Taylor under arrest for com-
municating direct with the Government. I have the 
honour to inform you that as your action in this 
matter cannot be regarded in any other light than 
that of open defiance of the Government, the 
Colonial Secretary has had no alternative but to 
recommend your dismissal from the Public Service. 
I have therefore to intimate to you that His 
Excellency The Administrator of the Government in 
Council has been pleased to dismiss you from the 
offices of Senior Naval Officer, Commander of the 
Queensland gunboat Gayundah, and Naval Superin-
tendent in connection with the Marine Defence 
Force. 
A copy of the Gazette containing the notices of 
your dismissal is herewith enclosed. 
I have, &c., 
ROBT. J. GRAY. 
The Under Colonial Secretary to Lieutenant 
F. P. Taylor. 
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(12) 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Brisbane, 24th October, 1888. 
Sir, 
I have the honour, by direction, to forward to 
you a copy of the Supplement to the Government 
Gazette published to-day, notifying the dismissal of 
Captain Wright from the offices of Senior Naval 
Officer, Commander of the Gayundah and Naval 
Superintendent, and your acting appointment to 
those offices. 
I have, &c., 
R. J. GRAY. 
(13) 
The Colonial Secretary to The Administrator of 
the Government. 
Chief Secretary's Office, 
Brisbane, 24th October, 1888. 
Memo:— 
The Colonial Secretary, in the absence of the 
Chief Secretary submits his duty to Your 
Old Naval Stores, Kangaroo Point, 1946. 
Excellency, and recommends that the Commission 
dated 15th April, 1887, appointing 
Captain Henry Townley Wright, R.N. 
to be Captain in the Marine Defence Force in 
Queensland, as from the 17th September, 1886, be 
cancelled 
BOYD D. MOREHEAD. 
Approved—A.H.P.—24/10/88. 
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Gayundah Takes in Coal and Stores 
Meanwhile Captain Wright had not been idle, and, 
as will be seen from the ensuing correspondence, there 
was much consternation at Parliament House when the 
Under Colonial Secretary advised the Colonial Secre-
tary that he had just been informed by the Paymaster 
that Gayundah had been coaling for two days and that 
sea-stores were being sent on board; it was clear that 
Captain Wright intended to take the ship to Sydney 
and place matters before the Commander-in-Chief. 
(14) 
The Under Colonial Secretary to 
The Colonial Secretary. 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Brisbane, 25th October, 1888. 
Memo:—For Colonial Secretary, 
I have just been informed by the Paymaster 
that Captain Wright has been coaling the Gayundah 
for the last two days,, and that two boat-loads of 
sea-stores have just been sent on board, and that it 
is quite evident that preparations are being made to 
put to sea. 
Mr. Pollock has handed me the accompanying 
Requisitions for Stores, which have to-day been 
supplied by the Contractors, and, notwithstanding 
the fact that Captain Wright's instructions require 
him to send all his requisitions through the Pay-
master as a check upon his expenditure, these were 
sent direct to the Contractors by the ship's steward, 
who informed Mr. Pollock that his instructions were 
that he was not to let anyone know that the stores 
had been ordered. 
The character of the stores ordered pretty 
clearly indicates that preparations are being made 
for a cruise. 
ROBT. J. GRAY. 
(Enclosure in 14) 
Requisition for Stores 
H.M.Q.S. "Gayundah" 
Ship's Steward's Stores. 
25th October, 1888. 
To H. Bourne, Brisbane. 
Please supply the undermentioned articles, viz:— 
50 lbs. raisins; 875 lbs. biscuits; 3 cases kerosene; 
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360 lbs. candles; 216 lbs. sugar; 300 lbs. preserved 
beef; 100 lbs. salt; 100 lbs. onions; 200 lbs. tinned 
carrots; 200 lbs. flour; 150 lbs. butter; 40 lbs. tea; 
80 lbs. coffee. 
H. TOWNLEY WRIGHT, 
Senior Naval Officer. 
Quote No. of Order when rendering account. 
H.M.Q.S. Gayundah 
Ship's Steward's Stores. 
25th October, 1888. 
To Thurlow and Co. 
Please supply the undermentioned Articles, viz:— 
Three bags potatoes. 
H. TOWNLEY WRIGHT, 
Senior Naval Officer. 
Quote No. Order when rendering account. 
Gayundah was at the time moored in mid-stream 
opposite the Botanical Gardens, and immediate and 
drastic action was taken, as will be seen by the follow-
ing communication to the Commissioner of Police:— 
(15) 
The Colonial Secretary to The Commissioner of Police. 
Colonial Secretary's Office, 
Brisbane, 25th October, 1888. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to request that you will at 
once proceed on board the Gayundah, and remove 
Captain Wright from the ship and hand over charge 
to Lieutenant Taylor, who has been appointed 
Acting Commander in the room of Captain Wright, 
whose dismissal from the Public Service of the 
Colony is notified in the Government Gazette of 
yesterday's date, a copy of which is herewith 
enclosed. 
I have, &c., 
BOYD. D. MOREHEAD. 
Captain Wright "Removed" 
On receipt of this order, the Commissioner of 
Police proceeded to the Botanical Gardens and, after 
placing a squad of 20 police armed with rifies on the 
shore opposite the ship, proceeded on board Gayundah. 
Previously Captain Wright in the heat of the moment, 
though with probably no great seriousness, had con-
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suited with his Gunner as to the best point of aim if it 
were decided to open fire in Parliament House! 
Mr. Seymour, the Commissioner of Police, pro-
ceeded below with Captain Wright. The Under Colonial 
Secretary later went on board also and eventually 
Captain Wright was persuaded to leave the ship after 
formally protesting against the removal of his 
person from the ship. He also produced and read an 
Admiralty Warrant dated July 22, 1886, wherein the 
services of Gayundah belonging to the colony of 
Queensland and the officers and men serving therein, 
were placed at the disposal of Her Majesty. 
Captain Wright then, under protest, released 
Lieutenant Taylor from arrest and informed him that 
he was free to act as he might think fit; after saying 
goodbye to those on board Captain Wright then left 
the ship. Lieutenant Taylor assuming command. 
The Police Commissioner's report and other 
correspondence in the concluding stages of this event, 
are here given:— 
(16) 
The Commissioner of Police to The Colonial Secretary. 
Police Department, 
Commissioner's Office, 
Brisbane, 26th October, 1888. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to report that, in accordance 
with the instructions contained in your letter of the 
25th instant, number as per margin, I yesterday 
afternoon proceeded on board the Gayundah and 
informed Captain Wright and Lieutenant Taylor 
that I had orders to remove the former officer from 
the ship and hand over to Lieutenant Taylor. 
At first Captain Wright demurred, but on my 
stating that I was prepared to use force, and advis-
ing him to avoid unseemly and useless scandal, he 
consented to leave quietly under protest. I then saw 
him leave the ship, told Lieutenant Taylor that he 
was in command, and returned on shore. 
I have, &c., 
D. T. SEYMOUR, 
Commissioner of Police. 
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Captain Wright to The Chief Secretary 
H.M.S. Gayundah, 
25th October, 1888. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of this date, and to inform you that I 
have not yet had time to reply to it in full, which I 
propose to do later on. 
I wish most emphatically to protest against the 
forcible removal of my person from the Gayundah at 
the hands of the Commissioner of Police. 
I produced for the information of this officer my 
Admiralty Warrant, which places me and the officers 
and men under my command under Her Majesty, as 
represented by the Imperial authorities; and wishing 
to avoid any further scandal on Her Majesty's 
service I must accept this removal, under protest, 
on behalf of the Rear-Admiral Commanding-in-
Chief, to whom I shall apply for protection as early 
as possible. 
I have, &c., 
H. TOWNLEY WRIGHT, 
Captain R.N. 
(18) 
The Paymaster of the Marine Defence Force to 
The Under Colonial Secretary 
Brisbane, 26th October, 1888. 
Sir, 
In compliance with your orders to report as to 
the provisioning of the ship Gayundah, I have the 
honour to explain that the orders for the same did 
not pass through this office, but I have ascertained 
from Sub-Lieutenant Russell that they were made 
out on board ship by the Captain's orders. 
Further than this I have no knowledge of the 
matter, as I received no instructions from the 
Captain as to the ship going to sea. Had I done so 
I would have gone to you for orders, as the men's 
pay was due in three days. 
I enclose a written reply from the ship's 
steward, which will explain how the provisioning 
took place. 
I have, &c., 
EDW. F. POLLOCK, 
Paymaster, Queensland Marine 
Defence Force. 
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The Under Colonial Secretary. 
(Enclosure in 18) 
The Chief Steward of the Gayundah to the Paymaster 
of the Marine Defence Force. 
Memo for Paymaster:— 
In answer to your enquiry as to why I pro-
visioned the Gayundah yesterday, I beg to state that 
I did so by direct orders of the Captain, who signed 
the orders on board the ship. 
A. P. SMITH, 
Ship Steward. 
S.S. "Otter" in 1946. 
(19) 
Captain Wright's Protest 
Captain Wright to The Chief Secretary. 
H.M.S. Gayundah, 
Brisbane, 26th October, 1888. 
Sir, 
I have the honour to acknowledge the Under 
Colonial Secretary's letter of the 24th instant 
informing me that His Excellency the Administrator 
of the Government in Council has been pleased to 
dismiss me from the offices of Senior Naval Officer, 
Commander of the Queensland gunboat Gayundah, 
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and Naval Superintendent in connection with the 
Marine Defence Force. 
I beg most respectfully to protest against such 
dismissal as being unjust, unconstitutional, and 
illegal, and under protest must accept the action 
your Government has taken in regard to the offices 
of Senior Naval Officer and Naval Superintendent. 
I regret, however, that I am powerless to accept 
my dismissal from Her Majesty's ship Gayundah, 
holding as I do a warrant from the Admiralty justi-
fying my action, until I communicate with the Rear-
Admiral Commanding-in-Chief, and receive his 
instructions on the subject. 
I wish again to protest against the indignity to 
which I, as Captain in the Royal Navy in legal com-
mand of one of H.M. ships, was yesterday subjected, 
by being forcibly removed whilst in uniform from 
that ship. 
I would respectfully point out that the unseemly 
haste with which your Government has acted in 
this matter has apparently prevented the cause or 
result of Lieutenant Taylor's arrest being correctly 
arrived at. 
This officer was placed under restraint by 
reason of his having intimated to me in writing that 
he proposed to take command of the ship out of my 
hands, at which time I held both Imperial and 
Colonial authority for holding my command, and by 
so acting Lieutenant Taylor committed a most 
serious breach of naval discipline. 
It is doubtless within your memory that on a 
previous occasion, when an officer of the ship com-
mitted himself, I was informed by the late 
Excellency the Governor that the Order in Council 
placing the Gayundah and the officers and men serv-
ing therein under the Imperial flag was no empty 
compliment, but carried something much more 
weighty with it, and that for all matters of discipline 
the officers and men serving in the Gayundah were 
amenable to the Admiral in command of the station, 
and to him only. 
The opinion of the Crown Law Officers and of 
the Law Officers of the Colony coincided with that of 
Sir Anthony Musgrave, and I was directed by the 
Minister at the head of my Department to act as 
though I was in command of one of H.M. ships com-
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posing the Imperial squadron, and I acted accord-
ingly. 
Being guided by those instructions, I have pur-
sued a similar course of action, which I regret has 
not met with your approval, in this case. 
I have, &c., 
H. TOWNLEY WRIGHT, 
Captain R.N. 
A further discussion took place in Parliament the 
following day in which the Premier remarked that he 
could not understand what the colour of Gayundah's 
flag had to do with the matter in question. He stated 
that it was in order that Gayundah might be recog-
nised as a British Man-of-war and that permission had 
been requested for the ship to fly the White Ensign. 
This had nothing to do with the status of Captain 
Wright. He added that there could be no doubt that 
the officers of Gayundah held their appointments dur-
ing the pleasure of the Government, which had a 
perfect right to deal with any officer in its pay and to 
dismiss him at pleasure for misconduct. 
The Colonial Secretary, Mr. Morehead, in answer 
to a question confirmed that with the summary dis-
missal of Captain Wright, the Government had refused 
to give him the pay under dispute or to pay his 
passage to England. Both sides of the House seemed 
almost unanimous in supporting the action by the 
Government. 
The Brisbane Courier of November 27, 1888, in a 
long leading article on the subject, mentioned that 
seldom had there been such unanimity on both sides of 
the House as in the hearty approval of the course 
adopted by the Colonial Secretary. It, however, quoted 
Sir Samuel Griffith's remarks as to the colour of the 
flag having nothing to do with the matter, evincing 
scepticism as to this point, and, after tracing the hist-
ory of Gayundah and her wearing of the White Ensign, 
and quoting relevant correspondence continues:— 
"Their Lordships (of the Admiralty) were themselves 
in doubt as to whether Gayundah was under the Naval 
Discipline Act, without which the ship could not wear 
the White Ensign, and submitted the case to the law 
officers of the Crown, who gave an opinion that the 
officers and crew of Gayundah, so long as that vessel 
having been accepted by the Admiralty under the 
authority of the Order in Council is at the disposal of 
714 
Her Majesty, are subject to the Naval Discipline Act 
of 1866. A warrant was accordingly issued, author-
ising the White Ensign and Pendant to be worn as 
long as Gayundah was at Her Majesty's disposal." 
"For Sake of a Piece of Bunting" 
The article went on: "It is clear that there is a 
difference between a ship wearing the Blue and White 
Ensign. The former may be, as Victorian vessels are, 
under entire control of the Colonial Government except 
in time of war: the latter is unreservedly at the dis-
posal of the Admiral Commanding-in-Chief in times of 
peace and war. For the sake of a piece of bunting the 
Queensland Government of the day surrendered con-
trol of Gayundah and her crew: Sir S. W. Griffith 
recognised this in the case of Lieutenant Hesketh of 
the ship, who was tried by court-martial composed of 
Imperial Naval officers on full pay, who had to be 
brought from Sydney in H.M.S. Opal and he was so 
tried as an officer of the Australian Squadron solely 
under control of the Admiral of the Station. The 
Queensland Government may have had power under 
the tenth section of the Imperial Defence Act, to dis-
pense with the services of Captain Wright, but it 
should have been done in legal manner according to the 
enactments and regulations in force for the discipline 
of the Royal Navy. The dismissal ought to have been 
accomplished through the Admiral Commanding-in-
Chief. Having voluntarily handed over the ship and 
men to the Admiralty as representing Her Majesty, 
and the ship having been placed under the command of 
Admiral Fairfax, the Queensland Government had no 
more right, through the Under Colonial Secretary and 
Commissioner of Police, to go on board Gayundah while 
she flew the White Ensign and Pendant, and forcibly 
bundle Captain Wright off his quarter deck, than they 
would to go on board Calliope and order the Admiral 
ashore. Whilst entirely approving in fact of what the 
Government did against specious Imperialism, we feel 
the last has not been heard of the action of the Govern-
ment. If it took two years correspondence to obtain 
the privilege of the White Ensign, how many years 
and how many reams of despatches will be required to 
settle the awful indignity of removing by force of a 
policeman's baton, a Captain in the Royal Navy, in full 
uniform too, from the protecting shadow of the White 
Ensign and Pendant?" 
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From the foregoing it would appear that,^ what-
ever the preceding circumstances were, the actions of 
the Government were influenced by some degree of 
personal vindictiveness towards Captain Wright. 
The leading article in the Courier gave some food 
for thought, but no serious repercussions seem to have 
eventuated. 
Paluma in Gardens 
A disastrous flood occurred in 1893, which occa-
sioned great loss of life and property, and Midge, by 
virtue of her handiness and turn of speed, which was 
necessary as the river was flowing at ten knots, did 
excellent rescue work. 
Gayundah rode out the flood in the gardens reach 
without trouble, but Paluma, which was then under 
the command of Captain Pirie, R.N., was undergoing 
refit between survey periods; on February 5, 1893, 
Paluma with S.S. Elamang and Maida, was deposited 
almost on the roadway of the Botanical Gardens. There 
she lay for some days whilst the powers that be 
investigated methods of refloating her, and was the 
centre of almost as much interest to the general public 
as was her sister ship the Gayundah when Captain 
Wright was considering taking the vessel to sea in 
1885. 
It is said that the contract to refloat her was 
almost signed when a second flood occurred, the water 
coming to within five feet of the height when Paluma 
floated on to the Gardens. This enabled the Harbour 
Master Captain Mackay, in the Government steamer 
Advance to get the ship refloated. A bight of steel 
wire was got on board Paluma and Advance went full 
ahead and astern alternatively from Saturday morning 
until 3 a.m. the following day, when at 3 a.m. with the 
aid also of kedges, Paluma was floated. 
In 1895 Paluma, after completing her term of 
survey duty with the Royal Navy, reverted to the 
Queensland Government and paid off, having only a 
care and maintenance party on board. Gayundah had 
been similarly paid off in 1893 and both vessels were 
manned as requisite for the Easter training parties of 
the Naval Brigade until 1898 when Gayundah re-com-
missioned under the Blue ensign of the Queensland 
Government. 
Gayundah's armament late in 1899 was altered, a 
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4.7 Q.F. gun replacing the 6" quarter deck gun and 
two 12-pounder Q.F. 12 cwt. guns were substituted for 
the Nordenfeldts on the forecastle. It was intended to 
fit four 12-pounders, but the other two 12-pounder 
guns were diverted to South Africa, as the Boer war 
had commenced. 
Paluma was fitted with two 5" B.L. 2J-ton guns 
forward, with a 6" B.L. gun on the quarter deck and 
two Maxims in the waist; later in 1901 a 4.7 Q.F. gun 
took the place of the 6" gun on the quarter deck. 
Gayundah First to Use Wireless 
Gayundah made further history in 1903 by being 
the first British war ship on the Australian Station to 
operate wireless telegraphy successfully. During that 
Original Naval Staff Office (left) and present Naval Staff Office, 
erected in 1900. 
year, through the interest of Captain Creswell with 
his technical staff, who had been interested in this 
remarkable new invention of Marconi's, decided to 
carry out some practical tests: Marconi wireless sets 
for transmitting and receiving, worked from accumu-
lators above the Naval Stores, were established at 
Kangaroo Point and also on board Gayundah which 
had a long bamboo fore topmast fitted for the purpose 
and operated in Moreton Bay. 
The end of the Colonial Navies was now approach-
ing, as Federation was coming into being, but, as the 
new Commonwealth found the taking over of all 
Defence, Customs and Postal Departments such a big 
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undertaking, the transfer took place progressively, so 
that it was not until the year 1902 that all arrange-
ments were completed and the Royal Australian Navy 
had commenced. 
Queensland's part in the foundation of the Royal 
Australian Navy was not a small one, as, apart from 
her ships, it is noted on looking at the Navy List of 
1904 that, out of a total of 135 officers on the active 
and unattached lists, officers of the late Queensland 
Marine Defence Force totalled 66. 
Lieutenant Taylor, who had relieved Captain 
Wright as Senior Naval Officer under such intriguing 
conditions, was relieved in 1892 by Commander Drake, 
who also retained the appointment of Director of Naval 
Training; Commander Drake retained this appoint-
ment until 1900 when he was relieved by Captain 
W. R. Creswell, R.N. (afterwards to become Admiral 
Creswell and First Naval Member of the Australian 
Commonwealth Naval Board). Captain Creswell, how-
ever, was shortly afterwards appointed to Protector, 
in command when the ship went to China during the 
Boxer Rebellion, so Commander Drake acted as Senior 
Naval Officer Brisbane until Captain Creswell's return 
in December, 1900. Commander Drake was promoted 
to Captain on the retired list in 1902 and, after some 
years as Administrator of Norfolk Island, was mobil-
ized during World War I and served as District Naval 
Officer at Hobart. Lieutenant G. A. H. Curtis, who 
had joined Gayundah as Navigating Officer in 1893, 
became a Captain, R.A.N. Commander S. A. Pethe-
bridge from the Queensland Naval Brigade became 
Secretary to the Department of Defence and sub-
sequently Administrator of New Guinea. From those 
on the civilian staff in the old Naval Staff Office Bris-
bane, were to emerge Mr. George L. Macandie, later to 
become Secretary of the Australian Naval Board and 
honorary Paymaster Commander, Ernest William 
Trivett and Robert Negus, both of whom became Pay-
master Captains in the Royal Australian Navy. 
Ships Used for Training 
After Federation, both Gayundah and Paluma 
with Midge and Mosquito, were retained in the 
Australian Navy and for some years afterwards, were 
used mainly for training of the Naval Brigade. The 
Easter Naval encampments continued and, when 
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universal training was introduced in 1911, the ships 
and small craft were of great value in view of the large 
influx of the compulsory Naval trainees. There was 
still a good leavening of the old Naval Brigade, and 
these, as members of the new Navy under the new 
title of Royal Australian Naval Reserve were of infinite 
value in assisting in instruction and, more important, 
in the carrying forward amongst the new recruits the 
old traditions. A number of them by this time were 
Masters of Government steamers, dredges and other 
craft and, as Chief and Petty Officers, were a particu-
larly fine body. 
Paluma was sold out of the service to the 
Melbourne Harbour Trust in 1907. 
The engines and fittings were removed from 
Mosquito in 1910 and her hull left to rust away in the 
lower reaches of the Brisbane River.. 
Midge was sold out of the service in 1912, and ran 
for many years in Moreton Bay as a private pleasure 
yacht: her engines were in such good condition that 
they were taken to the R.A.N. Engineering School. 
Gayundah Captures Luggers 
Gayundah fired her first and only shot in anger 
when, on patrol under command of Commander 
G. A. H. Curtis, she fired a shot across the bows of two 
luggers which were poaching on the Pearling Grounds 
of North Australia and which she captured and towed 
to Broome. She continued her good work for many 
years and throughout the 1914-1918 war. She was 
altered in Sydney during the war, a raised forecastle 
taking the place of the turtle back forward, the 6" 
forward gun being removed. This alteration made the 
ship more sea-worthy and enabled her speed to be 
better maintained in a seaway. The end of that war 
marked the finish of her long and honourable Naval 
career and she was sold out of the service. Neither the 
restful though sordid anchorage for derelict ships, nor 
the wrecker's yard were to be hers, as in 1946 the 
gallant sixty-one year's old ship is humbly earning her 
living as a sand and gravel barge on the Brisbane 
River. 
Of the auxiliaries. Otter, which saw continuous 
service as an examination vessel through World Wars 
I and II, maintained her regular peacetime runs in 
Moreton Bay in between and is only now in 1946 being 
replaced by another vessel. 
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All the five steam Hopper Barges are still running. 
The young Olony of Queensland with its small 
population well earned a place in the annals of the 
Navy, its men and ships doing much to maintain and 
add to traditions which have been so finely carried on 
by the Royal Australian Navy. 
The Naval Organisation existing in Queensland in 
1904, shortly after Federation, together with Officers 
on the Graduation, Unattached and Retired lists as 
shown in the Naval Forces List dated September 30, 
1904, was as follows:— 
THE NAVAL ORGANISATION—QUEENSLAND 
. . Headquarters, BRISBANE. 
NAVAL COMMANDANT: 
Creswell, Captain W. R., CM.G. 
FLEET PAYMASTER AND SECRETARY TO 
NAVAL COMMANDANT: 
Pollock, E. V. 
STAFF SURGEON: 
Brockway, A. B. ' < 
STOREKEEPER: ^ 
Miles, Chief Gunner (T) H. B. ' 
ASSISTANT STOREKEEPER: ^  
Greer, Warrant Officer George Samuel. 
INSTRUCTIONAL STAFF: 
Brisbane 
Officer Instructor: Beresford, Lieutenant J. A. H. 
Instructor: Rogers, Chief Gunner J. 
Maryborough: 
Knowles, Gunner and Instructor A. B. 
Bundaberg 
Rockhampton 
Jones, Acting Gunner and Instructor G. J. 
Mackay 
Keane, Acting Guner and Instructor P. 
Townsville 
Pember, Acting Gunner and Instructor E. 
Cairns '' , • • '••^^--"- -
"GAYUNDAH" 
Steel Twin-screw Gunvessel, 360 tons, 400 H.P. : 
Captain W. R. Creswell, R.N., . .. 
C . M , G . • -"• 
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Lieutenant (N) G. A. H. Curtins, R.N.R. 
Chief Engineer A. A. Barnes. 
Chief Boatswain J. Gready. 
Gunner A. Campbell. 
Artificer Engineer J. Dole. 
"PALUMA" 
Steel Twin-screw Gunvessel, 360 tons, 400 H.P. 
"MIDGE" 
Picquet Boat. 
"MOSQUITO" 
2nd Class Steel Torpedo Boat 
NAVAL BRIGADE — BRISBANE 
LIEUTENANTS: 
South, J. H. (Q.G.S. "Lucinda") 
Bamett, G. B. 
Junner, A. (Q.G.S. "Otter") 
McLay, C. 
SUB-LIEUTENANTS: 
Harris, W. 
Cameron, S. W. 
Bowen, R. G. 
Blackboro, E. A. 
Ward, J. W. 
Bond, T. A. 
Neilson, T. C. 
Rutledge, H. M. 
SURGEONS: 
Meek, R. A. 
Hawkes, C. S. 
CHAPLAIN: 
Macqueen, Rev. W. S. 
CHIEF ENGINEER: 
Barclay, J. (Q.G.S. "Lucinda") 
BANDMASTER: 
Bloomfield, D. G. 
WARRANT OFFICERS: 
Brennan, M., Boatswain (Moreton Bay Pilotage duties) 
Bartlett, S., Chief Carpenter. 
Maryborough 
Lieutenant Penny, J. A. C. 
Sub-Lieutenant Moreton, A. H. 
Sub-Lieutenant Harrington, H. E. 
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Bundaberg: 
Lieutenant Francis, T. W. 
Surgeon 
Rockhampton 
Sub-Lieutenant Bennett, W. S. 
Mackay 
Townsville 
Sub-Lieutenant Nisbet, T. 
Chaplain Williams, F. G., Canon 
Cairns: 
Lieutenant Fearnley, J. G. 
Sub-Lieutenant Stephens, C. T. 
Surgeon Knowles, G. 
GRADATION LIST OF OFFICERS 
CAPTAINS: 
Creswell, William Rooke, T.N. (1), CM.G. 
LIEUTENANTS: 
South, James Hodder (N) 
Bamett, George Benjamin 
Penny, John Alexander Cairns 
Beresford, Joseph Arthur Hamilton, (g) 
Curtis, George Arthur Hamilton, R.N.R. 
Junner, Alexander (N) 
Fearnley, John Gillett 
Gray, Charles George 
McLay, Charles 
SUB-LIEUTENANTS: 
Harris, William 
Nisbot, Thomas 
Cameron, Stuart William 
Bowen, Rowland Griffith 
Blackboro, Edwin Adolphus 
Ward, John Whittaker 
Bennett, William Sellars 
Bond, Thomas Arthur 
Neilson, Trevor Cottier 
Moreton, Algernon Howard 
Rutledge, Harold Moreton 
Stephens, Chas. Thos. 
Harrington, Hubert Ernest 
WARRANT OFFICERS: 
Miles, Harry Benda (T) 
Hayes, Edward (g) (T) 
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Stone, George (g) (T) 
Joss, George 
Dole, Joseph 
Campbell, Arthur 
Knowles, Alfred Richard 
Greer, George Samuel 
Pember, Edward 
Jones, George John 
Bloomfield, Danuel George 
Kearne, Patrick 
PAYMASTERS: 
Pollock, Edward Vincent 
ENGINEER OFFICERS: 
Barnes, Alfred Allen 
Barclay, John 
SURGEONS: 
Brockway, Archibald Birt 
Francis, Thomas Wm. 
Meek, Robt. Augustus 
Hawkes, Claude Somerville 
Knowles, George 
CHAPLAINS: 
Williams, Fredk. George, Canon 
UNATTACHED LIST 
LIEUTENANTS: 
Eyre, Henry Cornwall 
Smith, Sydney Mercer 
Fawcett, John Jacob 
Hume, Walter Cunningham 
Swallow, Thos. Fulton 
Hurford, William (N) 
Butcher, Joseph Edward (N) 
Boult, Edward James (N) 
Johnston, Thomas Law (N) 
Lee, Francis George (N) 
Savage, George (N) 
Joy, John Dempsey (N) 
Grahl, James (N) 
Mackenzie, Colin Campbell (N) 
SUB-LIEUTENANTS: 
Smith, Sidney Hugh Holland 
Kilner, Harold 
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ENGINEER BRANCH: 
Bennet, Thomas 
Shale, Jno, Frederick 
Howitt, Jas. Parker 
MEDICAL OFFICERS: 
Kortun, Helmuth Axel Frederick Bernhard 
Wade, Newton 
RETIRED LIST 
CAPTAIN: 
Drake, Walton, R.N. 
COMMANDERS: 
Pennefather, Charles Ed. de F. 
Douglas, Alexander 
Weatherill, William John 
Pethebridge, Samuel Augustus 
Cameron, Waverley Flether 
LIEUTENANTS: 
Williams, Robt. Russell Bryce 
Chester, Henry Marjoribaiiks 
Eyre, Walter Morris 
Cowie, Alfred 
Lee Bryce, Wm. Miller 
Rocks, Patrick 
Keen, Robert (N) 
Ackers, Wm. Archer 
SUB-LIEUTENANTS: 
Sturt, Robert 
Hamilton, John Reid 
Campbell, Robert 
Stewart, John Marcus 
CHIEF GUNNERS: 
Mudford, William 
SURGEON: 
Fisher, Walter 
MARINE DEFENCE OF QUEENSLAND 
The Navy News of September 15, 1961 contained in its "T ime To 
Remember" Page, an interesting article by Mr. C. A. H. Curtis, 
R.A.N., Retd., in which he wrote of the fears which Queensland people 
experienced more than 70 years ago, when they believed Russia was prepar-
ing to attack Northern Australia, and of the activities of the Gajnindah, 
of which his father was the Commander in the years following the formation 
of the Royal Australian Navy. 
He related that in 1910. the Australian Government decided to send a 
naval vessel to the North-West coast of Western Australia to investigate 
reports that luggers, owned by foreign countries were fishing for t repang 
in Australian territorial waters . 
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The ship chosen for this operation was Gayundah, at that time under 
the command of Lieutenant-Commander G. A. H. Curtis. Early in 1911, 
Gayundah was dry-docked, and prepared for a lengthy period at sea. Most 
of the Ship 's company was drawn from the Naval Reserve. 
The Officers were: Lieutenant-Commander G. A. H . Curtis, Officer 
Commanding; Lieutenant C. Stevens, First Lieutenant and Navigator; 
Paymaster Lieutenant E. W. Tr ivet t ; Commissioned Boatswain J . Gready; 
Commissioned Gunner J. Thorne; Commissioned Engineer J . Dole and 
Warrant Engineer J . AUard. 
Among the Ship ' s company were : Chief Pet ty Officer W. Fa rmer ; Pet ty 
Officers R. Miles and E. Morley; Chief Stoker W. Neal; Stoker Pet ty Officers 
W. Murray and J . Collins. 
Gayundah sailed from Brisbane during April 1911. After coaling at 
Port Darwin, Gayundah steamed down the western coast, calling at various 
bays and inlets. Jus t after daylight one morning Gayundah steamed into 
the entrance of a small and rather secluded bay, and sighted two strange 
luggers lying at anchor inshore. On sighting Gayundah, they both weighed 
their anchors and began to make sail. A signal ordering them to remain at 
anchor was hoisted on the signal mast, but this warning was disregarded, 
and they continued to get under way. A gun ' s crew then closed up and 
a round fired, the projectile hit t ing the water a short distance ahead of the 
leading lugger. This had the desired effect, as both luggers dropped their 
anchors and lowered their sails. 
Gayundah came in closer and a boarding party carrying small arms 
was sent away in the ship 's motor whaler. The Officer in Charge of this 
party informed the skippers of both luggers, the Harriet and Fortuna, 
owned by foreign interests and registered in a foreign port, that they were 
to remain at anchor, and were virtually under arrest for fishing within the 
Australian Three Mile Territorial Limit without permission. They were 
also warned that Gayundah had long range guns and at any attempt to 
escape would not hesitate to use them and this caused a mild panic amongst 
the crews of the luggers, mainly Koepang Islanders. The only white men 
aboard them were the two skippers. 
Next day, the Gayundah took the two luggers in tow, and after a 
rather hazardous voyage, during which the towline broke twice, the 
Gayundah and her captives arrived at Darwin, where the two luggers were 
handed over to the civil authorit ies. IH the resul tant civil action, the 
skippers and crews were not punished, but were sternly warned that heavy 
penalties would be involved if any other " p o a c h e r s " were caught in future. 
Subsequently, the Gayundah was ordered to pick up an exploration 
party at the mouth of the Roper River, but on her arrival at the rendezvous, 
it was found that it was not possible to embark the par ty because of the 
marshy nature of the country. Contact was made between the explorers and 
the ship through friendly natives, and it was arranged that the embarkation 
would be carried out some little distance up the river. 
As Gayundah was a fairly deep draught ship — she drew 11 ft. astern 
— Commander Curtis decided against t ak ing , her up the river. A small 
steam launch was commandeered for the t r ip and the exploration party was 
safely embarked and taken to Gayundah which had remained at anchor off 
the mouth of the Roper River .—ED. 
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THE BUCKLAND TABLELAND 
On May 4, 1961 Mr. Henry Bruce, a member of 
the Society, screened an excellent programme of films 
taken of scenes on the Buckland Tableland ^^^ and 
Upper Warrego River. An appreciative audience saw 
shots of the eroded rocks and hills of the area and 
aboriginal cave paintings. 
FILM TRAVELOGUE AND CHRISTMAS PARTY 
On November 24, 1960, Miss V. Mallyon gave 
members of the Society and visitors an interesting film 
travelogue, which included views of Mary Kathleen, 
Mount Isa, Tennant Creek, Alice Springs, and the 
Scientific Expedition to the Caves of the Nullabor 
Plain. The evening concluded with a Christmas Party, 
for which a committee of ladies had prepared an 
excehent supper, with the customary Christmas Cake 
and refreshments. More than 100 members and visitors 
were present. 
(1) The Buckland Tableland is an extensive plateau in central-western 
Queensland, 2,000 ft. above sea-level, east of Blackall and south of 
Springsure. I t has been called the " H o m e of the R ive r s , " for it is 
the source of seven; the Nogoa, rising in Lake Salvator to the wes t ; 
the Comet, which joins the Nogoa to become the Mackenzie, flowing 
into the Fitzroy and Keppel Bay; the Dawson, flowing into the 
Fitzroy; the Warrego, which flows into the Darl ing; the Barcoo, 
flo\ying to the lakes and sandhills of Central Austral ia; the Maranoa, 
which joins the Condamine to become the Balonne, head stream of 
the Darling; and the Belyando, which after joining the Suttor, mingles 
its waters with the Burdekin and ends its long journey in the Pacific 
near Upstar t Bay, North Queensland. Sir Thomas Mitchell named the 
Tableland in 1846, after William Buckland, English geologist; the 
isolated peaks surrounding it he named Aquarius (because of a 
welcome supply of water found there) ; Faraday, Owen, Playfair (after 
distinguished scientists) ; and Salvator (after Salvator Rosa, the 
seventeenth-century Ital ian painter and poet .—ED. 
